
KENNEDALE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING
June 13, 2013

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 405 MUNICIPAL DRIVE

WORK SESSION - 5:30 PM
REGULAR SESSION - 7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. WORK SESSION 

*NOTE: Pursuant to Section 551.071, Texas Government Code, the City Council reserves the 
right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time during the work session or the regular 
session to discuss posted executive session items or to seek legal advice from the City Attorney 
on any item posted on the agenda.

  A. Review and discuss the current process for Advisory Board appointments

  B. Review applications for the 2013-2014 Youth Advisory Council.

  C. Discuss schedule for FY 2013/14 budget preparations

III. REGULAR SESSION 

IV. ROLL CALL 

V. INVOCATION 

VI. UNITED STATES PLEDGE 

VII. TEXAS PLEDGE 

“Honor the Texas Flag; I Pledge Allegiance to Thee, Texas, One State under God; One and Indivisible.”

VIII. VISITOR/CITIZENS FORUM 

At this time, any person with business before the Council not scheduled on the agenda may speak to 
the Council. No formal action can be taken on these items at this meeting.
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IX. REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In addition to any specific matters listed below, the city council may receive a report about items of 
community interest, including but not limited to recognition of individual officials, citizens or departments, 
information regarding holiday schedules, upcoming or attended events, etc.

X. CONSENT ITEMS 

All matters listed under consent agenda have been previously discussed, require little or no deliberation, 
or are considered to be routine by the council. If discussion is desired, then an item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

  A. Consider approval of minutes from May 5, 2013 regular meeting.

  B. Consider authorizing City Manager to execute a contract with Tarrant County Tax Office for the 
assessment and collection of ad valorem taxes levied by the City of Kennedale for the 2013 tax 
year. 

  C. Consider authorizing city manager to execute an interlocal agreement with Tarrant County for the 
construction of Link Street and a portion of High Ridge Street.

  D. Consider authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement to Participate in Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Kennedale, Texas (New Hope Road) between the City of 
Kennedale and Tarrant County College District.

  E. Consider authorizing expenditure of Police Seizure Funds

XI. REGULAR ITEMS 

  

A. CASE # PZ 13-02 to receive comments and consider action on a request by the Kennedale 
Economic Development Corporation to amend regulations governing signs in the Kennedale 
TownCenter Planned Development District adopted under Ordinance No. 434, for property located at 
201 W Kennedale Pkwy, more particularly described as Block A, Kennedale Town Center Planned 
Development District.

  B. Consider a recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board regarding an increase 
in pavilion rental rates.

  C. Consider appointing Elias Noorzad, Nadyeh Patel, Ashley Luu, Hailey Green, Morgan Biscoe, and 
Emily Beck as members of the 2013-2014 Youth Advisory Council.

  D. Consider approval of special council meeting dates for FY2013/2014 budget and tax hearings.

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

A. The City Council will meet in closed session pursuant to Section 551.071 of the Texas 
Government Code for consultation with the City Attorney pertaining to any matter in which the duty of 
the City Attorney under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct may conflict with the 
Open Meetings Act,  including discussion of any item posted on the agenda and legal issues 
regarding proposed development agreement and nondisclosure agreement.

XIII. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION, AND TAKE ACTION NECESSARY PURSUANT TO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, IF NEEDED 
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XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Kennedale will provide for reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending City Council meetings. This building is wheelchair accessible, and 
parking spaces for disabled citizens are available. Requests for sign interpreter services must be made 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meetings. Please contact Amethyst Cirmo, City Secretary, at 
817.985.2104 or (TDD) 1.800.735.2989

CERTIFICATION
I certify that a copy of the June 13, 2013, agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board next to the main entrance of the City 
Hall building, 405 Municipal Drive, of the City of Kennedale, Texas, in a place convenient and readily accessible to the general 
public at all times and said agenda was posted at least 72 hours preceding the schedule time of said meeting, in accordance with 
Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

Amethyst G. Cirmo, City Secretary            



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: WORK SESSION - A. 

I. Subject: 
Review and discuss the current process for Advisory Board appointments
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The recent UTA Capstone report on governance dealt with the advisory boards. The report provided 
recommendations with regard to: 
1.    board selection, 
2.    leadership development, 
3.    board consolidation, 
4.    board alignment with governance policies, and 
5.    training.  
 
This has been placed on the agenda to discuss board selection -  a process for appointment for the 
various board members and board consolidation. Essentially, the board selection process includes the 
application announcement, application period, orientation, interview process, selection, and appointment.  
 
We are behind at this point in the appointment process but would suggest you initiate a process for this 
appointment cycle. For example, the call for applications can occur within 10 days with an application 
period of 30 days. An orientation session(s) can be scheduled to review board expectations from which 
interviews can be scheduled.  A decision is necessary for the interview portion – a committee or the 
council as a whole? Additionally, what information would you desire prior to the interview, e.g., a Myers-
Briggs profile, a questionnaire similar to what was used for council members, and if existing board 
members need to be interviewed for reappointment.  

 Additionally, The report recommended the elimination of the Arts and Culture Board. Staff needs 
direction as to this recommendation.  Should such an ordinance be prepared? And these duties be 
included in the Parks and Recreation Board? The Arts and Culture Board currently has two members with 
five vacancies. 
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
None
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
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______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: WORK SESSION - B. 

I. Subject: 
Review applications for the 2013-2014 Youth Advisory Council.
 
II. Originated by:

Amethyst G. Cirmo, City Secretary and Communications Coordinator
 
III. Summary:
Please see the attached applications.  

New Applicants:  Nadyeh Patel, Elias Noorzad, Ashley Luu

Applicants for Reappointment: Hailey Green, Morgan Biscoe, Emily Beck
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. Elias Noorzad Elias Noorzad.pdf
2. Nadyeh Patel Nadyeh Patel.pdf
3. Hailey Green Green, Hailey - 2013 Application for Reappointment.pdf
4. Morgan Biscoe Biscoe, Morgan - Application for Reappointment.pdf
5. Ashley Luu Ashley Luu.pdf
6. Emily Beck Emily Beck.pdf
 

           



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: WORK SESSION - C. 

I. Subject: 
Discuss schedule for FY 2013/14 budget preparations
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The Property Tax Code (tax) and Local Government Code (budget) provides for specific legal 
requirements in which a taxing unit must comply in order to adopt both their tax rate and budget.  In an 
effort to comply with the aforementioned codes, the City has set the budget/tax schedules as outlined 
below: 

05/21/13 Special Session
Discuss Strategic Planning and Balanced Card Implementation 

08/08/13 Regular Session
Submit Certified Appraisal Roll & Tax Calculations

08/09/13 Special Session
Publish Notice of Effective Tax Rate
Budget Workshop
Vote to Place Proposal On Future Agenda (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)
        
08/23/13
Publish Notice of Public Hearing On Budget

Publish 1st Public Hearing on Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

08/30/13
Publish 2nd Notice Of Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are 
Needed)

09/12/13 Regular Session
Conduct Public Hearing On Budget

Conduct 1st Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/19/13 Special Session
Adopt Budget, Adopt Tax Rate, Ratify Tax Increase Reflected In Budget (Will Only Occur If "No" Public 
Hearings Are Needed)

Conduct 2nd Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/20/13
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Publish Notice Of Tax Revenue Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/26/13 Special Session
Adopt Budget, Adopt Tax Rate, Ratify Tax Increase Reflected In Budget (Will Only Occur If Two Public 
Hearings Are Needed)

09/30/13
Last Day To Adopt Budget

10/22/13
Approve MMD Tax Assessment & Levy

Note: Bold items are directly related to City Council action.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
None
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
 

           



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: CONSENT ITEMS - A. 

I. Subject: 
Consider approval of minutes from May 5, 2013 regular meeting.
 
II. Originated by:

Amethyst G. Cirmo, City Secretary and Communications Coordinator
 
III. Summary:
Please see the attached minutes for approval.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. minutes 05.09.2013 CC Minutes.doc
 

           



KENNEDALE CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING
May 9, 2013

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 405 MUNICIPAL DRIVE

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Clark called the meeting to order at 5:30PM.

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor John Clark, Kelly Turner, Charles Overstreet, Liz Carrington, Frank Fernandez. 
Absent: none
Late: Brian Johnson (arrived at 6:50PM)

III. INVOCATION 

IV. UNITED STATES PLEDGE 

V. TEXAS PLEDGE 

VI. REGULAR SESSION 

VII. CONSENT ITEMS 

  

A. Consider approval of meeting minutes from April 11, 2013 regular meeting.

Motion To approve the consent agenda as presented. Action Approve, Moved By Frank 
Fernandez, Seconded By Charles Overstreet
Motion Passed Unanimously

VIII. REGULAR ITEMS 

  

A. University of Texas at Arlington Capstone Project - Group 1: Presentation of 2013 Citizen Survey 
Results.

Katlyn Le, Brandon Philips, Clifford Blumberg, Eliana Guevara, and Jennifer Sloan presented the 
report. 

  B. Conduct drawing for 2013 Citizen Survey winners.

  
C. University of Texas at Arlington Capstone Project - Group 2: Presentation of 2013 
Governance/Board Survey report.

Deanna Bird, Kerston Crawford-Thorns, Leigh Godfrey, Ann-Maree Harrison, Kellee Moore, and 
Sherrelle Roberts presented the report. 
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D. University of Texas at Arlington Capstone Project - Group 3: Presentation of the 2013 Brownfields 
report.

Aimee Bissett, Ashante Fegans, Kinda Hall, Jessica Huynh, and Corey Theurer presented the 
report.

IX. VISITOR/CITIZENS FORUM 

Four individuals signed up to speak:

1. Krysten Sanders approached the council, thanking them for their support as she continues to 
pursue recycling opportunities and education throughout the community.

2. Adrienne Kay of 918 Shady Creek Drive approached the Council, noting that she has experience 
with the Myers-Briggs personality style questionnaire and is a proponent of its use. 

3. Jeremiah Whunneberger, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, approached the 
Council to announce upcoming events, including Business After Hours and the Annual Awards 
Luncheon.

4. James Bennet, new owner of Beard’s Towing, approached the Council, thanking them for allowing 
his involvement in Art in the Park and noting that he intends for his company to be heavily involved 
in the community. 

X. REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In addition to any specific matters listed below, the city council may receive a report about items of 
community interest, including but not limited to recognition of individual officials, citizens or departments, 
information regarding holiday schedules, upcoming or attended events, etc.

  

A. Updates and information from the Mayor. 
     - Proclamation for National Kids to Parks Day.
The Mayor read the proclamation, and thanked past Councilmember David Green for assisting with the 
Wildcat Way/Sublett Road roundabout statue. 

  

B. Updates and information from Councilmembers, if any.

- Councilmember Turner noted that he would like the Council and the community to pursue an 
increased relationship with the School Board.  He noted that the formation of a committee may 
be a good tool to accomplish this goal. 

- Councilmember Johnson noted that during a recent meeting with several school board 
members, a desire to increase communication was stated by both parties, however a method 
to achieve this had not yet been decided.

- Councilmember Overstreet noted that he was pleased with the 2013 citizen survey results in 
terms of ease of travel throughout the city, and that the survey response would be a great 
addition for his presentation on roundabouts and boulevards at next year’s National League of 
Cities conference. 

  

C. Updates and information from the City Manager, if any.
     - Park Committee Appointments

The Parks and Recreation Board recommended that a committee be formed to discuss the 
possibility of a joint playground near Delaney Elementary School. Council noted that 
Councilmember Liz Carrington would also like to serve on this committee to provide a Council 
perspective. 

- May 21, 2013 Budget Workshop was announced.
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XI. REGULAR ITEMS, CONTINUED

  A. Oath of Office for Charles Overstreet, City Council Place 1, 2013-2015 term.

City Secretary Amethyst Cirmo issued the Oath of Office. 

  B. Oath of Office for Brian Johnson, City Council Place 3, 2013-2015 term.

City Secretary Amethyst Cirmo issued the Oath of Office.

  C. Oath of Office for Frank Fernandez, City Council Place 5, 2013-2015 term.

City Secretary Amethyst Cirmo issued the Oath of Office.

  

Mayor Clark announced that council would be recessing into Executive session at 8:30PM. 

The City Council will meet in closed session pursuant to Section 551.071 of the Texas 
Government Code for consultation with the City Attorney pertaining to any matter in which the 
duty of the City Attorney under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct may 
conflict with the Open Meetings Act, including discussion of any item posted on the agenda and 
legal issues regarding the preparation of developer's agreements.

The Council resumed open session at 8:36PM. 

D. Selection of a Mayor Pro-Tem.

Motion To table this item until the June meeting. Action Table, Moved By Kelly Turner, Seconded 
By Charles Overstreet
Motion Passed Unanimously

  E. Consider a recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board regarding an increase in 
pavilion rental rates. 

  

Motion To send this item back to the Parks and Recreation Board for further research. Action 
Table, Moved By Brian Johnson, Seconded By Liz Carrington
Motion Passed Unanimously

F. Consider approval of an Ordinance approving and adopting rate schedule RRM, Rate Review 
Mechanism, for Atmos Energy Corporation.

Motion To approve Ordinance 520 as presented. Action Approve, Moved By Kelly Turner, 
Seconded By Charles Overstreet
Motion Passed Unanimously

  

G. Consider authorizing a letter of support for the submittal of an application for grant funding through 
Section 319 of the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Water Act regarding nonpoint source 
pollution.

Bob Hart noted that the city was currently working with the Trinity River Authority, the City of Arlington 
and the City of Fort Worth on this application, which is intended to address water quality issues in the  
Lake Arlington watershed and therefore Village Creek.  

Motion To authorize a letter of support for the submittal of an application for grant funding through 
Section 319 of the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Water Act regarding nonpoint source 



Page 4 of 4

pollution. Action Approve, Moved By Charles Overstreet, Seconded By Frank Fernandez.
Motion Passed Unanimously

  
H. Discuss and consider approval of an Ordinance amending water and sewer service rate schedules.

Mayor Clark noted that this item and potential rate change options were discussed in great detail at the 
April workshop, and that Council has Was discussed at last workshop. 

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(Executive Session was held earlier)

XIII. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION, AND TAKE ACTION NECESSARY PURSUANT TO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, IF NEEDED 

No action pursuant to executive session was necessary. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion adjourn. Action Adjourn, Moved By Brian Johnson, Seconded By Liz Carrington.
Motion Passed Unanimously

The meeting was adjourned at 9:18PM. 

APPROVED:

_________________________________
Mayor John Clark

ATTEST:

_________________________________
City Secretary Amethyst G. Cirmo 

           



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: CONSENT ITEMS - B. 

I. Subject: 
Consider authorizing City Manager to execute a contract with Tarrant County Tax Office for the 
assessment and collection of ad valorem taxes levied by the City of Kennedale for the 2013 tax year. 
 
II. Originated by:

Sakura Moten-Dedrick, Director of Finance & IT
 
III. Summary: 

This is an annual agreement under which Tarrant County serves as the tax assessor and collector for the 
City of Kennedale, Texas.  This agreement is substantially the same in form as it has been for several 
years.  The main factor which generally changes from year to year is the cost that we are charged by 
Tarrant County to mail out tax statements.

For the 2013 Tax Year (FY2013-2014), the fee will be $1.10 cents per parcel.  The prior year fee was 
$.90. 

The City of Kennedale will be invoiced for all accounts based on the October billing roll certified to the 
Tarrant County Tax Assessor/Collector by January 15 and payment must be received by February 15.

This contract must be executed and returned to the Tarrant County Tax Office no later than July 31, 2013.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. FY13-14 Tarrant County Tax Collection Contract 20130514103630721.pdf
 

           















______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: CONSENT ITEMS - C. 

I. Subject: 
Consider authorizing city manager to execute an interlocal agreement with Tarrant County for the 
construction of Link Street and a portion of High Ridge Street.
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The redevelopment of Oak Crest requires opening the interior of the site.  The previously approved 
development plan called for the construction of Link Street. The city has worked with Tarrant  County to 
construct such a road. The proposed contract (similar to other interlocal agreements with Tarrant County) 
calls for construction of Link Street and a portion of High Ridge Street. Link Street is necessary for the 
recruitment of a hotel and restaurants in the Oak Crest area.  Construction of Link Street is expected to 
begin in January 2014. 
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. Interlocal Agreement INTERLOCAL 06072013.pdf
 

           











______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: CONSENT ITEMS - D. 

I. Subject: 
Consider authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement to Participate in Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone Number One, City of Kennedale, Texas (New Hope Road) between the City of Kennedale and 
Tarrant County College District.
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The city will make a presentation to the TCC Board on June 20th requesting TCC to participate in the 
New Hope Road TIF. Tarrant County and Tarrant County Hospital Health District has already agreed to 
participate. The TIF will provide for utility improvements, reconstruction of New Hope Road, park trails 
along a tributary of Village Creek, land for a commuter rail stop, and improvements to Bloxum Industrial 
park. The proposed agreement will formally approve the participation, if it is approved by the TCC Board.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. TCCD TIF TCCD-GENERAL-KENNEDALE TIF642013.pdf
 

           



 

 

AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN 

TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, 

CITY OF KENNEDALE, TEXAS 

(NEW HOPE ROAD) 

 

 

 

 This AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE 

NUMBER ONE, CITY OF KENNEDALE, TEXAS (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the 

CITY OF KENNEDALE, TEXAS (the “City”) and TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE, a political 

subdivision of the State of Texas (the “TCCD”). 

 

The City and TCCD hereby agree that the following statements are true and correct and constitute the 

basis upon which the City and the County have entered into this Agreement: 

 

A. On July 12, 2012, the City Council of the City of Kennedale, Texas (the “Council”) adopted City 

Ordinance No. 506 designating certain real property generally located along New Hope Road and 

Bloxom Road as Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Kennedale, Texas (the 

“Zone”). The Zone is informally known as “New Hope Road”. City Ordinance No. 506 is hereby 

incorporated by reference for all purposes and collectively attached hereto as Exhibit “A”. 

 

B. Designation of the Zone will cause development of property in and around the Zone to occur that 

would not occur otherwise in the foreseeable future. It is anticipated that other complementary 

development in the Zone will follow. This overall development will result in increased tax 

revenues and other public benefits for both the City and the TCCD. 

 

C. Pursuant to Section 311.013(f) of the Texas Tax Code, the TCCD is not required to pay any tax 

increment into the tax increment fund of the Zone unless it enters into an agreement to do so with 

the City. The TCCD wishes to enter into such an agreement with the City. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the conditions set forth herein, the sufficiency of 

which is hereby acknowledged, the City and the TCCD do hereby contract, covenant and agree as 

follows: 

 

1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS. 

 

The parties hereby agree that the recitals set forth above are true and correct and form the basis upon 

which they have entered into this Agreement. 

 

2. DEFINITIONS. 

 

In addition to any terms defined in the body of this Agreement, the following terms shall have the 

definitions ascribed to them as follows: 

 

Act means the Tax Increment Financing Act, as amended and as codified in Chapter 311 of the Texas 

Tax Code. 

 

Captured Appraised Value in a given year means the total appraised value of all real property 

taxable by TCCD and located in the Zone for that year less the Tax Increment Base. 

 



 

 

Project Plan means the project plan for the development and/or redevelopment of the Zone, as 

adopted by the TIF Board and approved by the City Council of the City and attached hereto as 

Exhibit “B”. 

 

TIF Board means the governing board of directors of the Zone appointed in accordance with Section 

311.009 of the Act and pursuant to Section 4.4 of this Agreement. 

 

Tax Increment in a given year means the amount of property taxes levied and collected by TCCD for 

that year on the Captured Appraised Value of real property taxable by TCCD and located in the Zone. 

 

Tax Increment Base means the total appraised value as of January 1, 2012 of all real property 

taxable by TCCD and located in the Zone. 

 

Tax Increment Fund means that fund created by the City pursuant to Section 311.014 of the Act and 

Section 6 of City Ordinance No. 506, which will be maintained by the City as a separate and 

individual account into which all revenues of the Zone will be deposited, including (i) deposits of Tax 

Increment by the City and by other taxing units with jurisdiction over real property in the Zone, 

including TCCD and (ii) all accrued interest earned on the cash balance of the fund. 

 

TIF Ordinance means City Ordinance No. 506 adopted on July 12, 2012, attached hereto as Exhibit 

“A”. 

 

Zone means the certain real properties and boundaries as described in City Ordinance No. 506. 

 

3. DEPOSIT OF TAX INCREMENT 

 

Subject to Section 4 of this Agreement, TCCD hereby agrees to deposit each year during the twenty-

five (25) years of the term of the Zone, beginning with the 2013 tax year, fifty (50%) of TCCD’s Tax 

Increment into the Tax Increment Fund. The calculation to determine the dollar amount of the 

County’s Tax Increment to be deposited shall be made in accordance with the City’s standard 

administrative procedures, but only following receipt of a bill from the City that outlines the City’s 

calculation of the amount of the deposit that is required for that year. TCCD’s deposits to the Tax 

Increment Fund shall be limited to a maximum cumulative contribution of $939,000.00 (the 

“Maximum TCCD Contribution”). 

 

The TCCD is not obligated to pay the TCCD Tax Increment from any source other than taxes 

collected on the Captured Appraised Value. Furthermore, TCCD has no duty or obligation to pay the 

TCCD Tax Increment from any other TCCD taxes or revenues, or until the TCCD Tax Increment in 

the Zone is actually collected. Any portion of the taxes representing the TCCD Tax Increment that are 

p[aid to the TCCD and subsequently refunded pursuant to the provision of the Texas Tax Code shall 

be offset against future payments to the Tax Increment Fund. 

 

4. LIMITATIONS ON TAX INCREMENT DEPOSITS AND USE OF FUNDS. 

 

This Agreement is based on the following conditions, and the City agrees and acknowledges TCCD’s 

right to enforce the conditions contained herein by injunction or any other lawful means in the event 

one or more of such conditions are not satisfied. 

 



 

 

4.1 Amendments to TIF Ordinance. 

 

The TIF Ordinance designates the boundaries, the eligible real properties for the calculation of 

Tax Increment for the Zone and the specific participation level of the City. If the TIF Ordinance 

is amended, TCCD may suspend payment into the TIF Fund as described in Section 3 until the 

amendment is approved by the governing body of TCCD as an amendment to this Agreement. 

 

4.2 Certain Zone Project Costs Excluded. 

 

The Tax Increment deposited into the Tax Increment Fund by TCCD shall be used to pay project 

costs for purposes as set forth and identified in the Project Plan. All TIF Fund Allocations, 

including but not limited to any management and administrative costs, must be approved by the 

TIF Board in accordance with the Project Plan. If the Project Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit “B”, 

is amended to substantially change the scope and nature of the projects included in the Project 

Plan or to include additional projects and associated costs that will increase the Total Public 

Improvement Costs of the Project Plan, the TCCD may suspend payment into the TIF Fund as 

described in Section 3 until the amended Project Plan is approved by the governing body of 

TCCD as an amendment to this Agreement. 

 

4.3 Zone Expansion. 

 

As defined, the Zone shall include real properties located within the boundaries as described in 

the TIF Ordinance. If the Zone is expanded, the TCCD is not required to deposit into the Tax 

Increment Fund any Tax Increment generated from properties in the expanded area unless 

participation in the expanded boundary area is approved by the governing of the TCCD as an 

amendment to this Agreement. 

 
4.4 TIF Board Membership. 

 

Pursuant to Section 3 of City Ordinance No. 506 creating the Zone, during the term of the Zone, 

the TIF Board shall consist of seven (7) members comprised of at least one (1) TCCD 

representative, and the remaining members of the Board shall be designated by the City Council 

or other participating taxing entity(s). The governing body of the TCCD shall provide the name 

and address of its designated representative to the City Council of the City for appointment to the 

TIF Board. The City Council of the City shall appoint the designated representative to the TIF 

Board. If the designated representative is not appointed to the TIF Board, TCCD may suspend 

payment into the TIF Fund as described in Section 3 until such time that the requirements above 

are satisfied. The TCCD may also appoint and maintain as many different representatives as 

TCCD desire. 

 
4.5 Specific Level of Performance. 

 

TCCD can cease participation if the TIF is not able to close the three race tracks and secure an 

approved residential development plat by October 1, 2020.  

 

5. TERM. 

 

This Agreement shall take effect on the date as of which both parties have executed it and shall expire 

upon the earlier of (i) December 31, 2037 or an earlier termination date designated by ordinance 

subsequently adopted by the City Council of the City or, (ii) the date on which all project costs of the 



 

 

Zone, including, but not limited to, tax increment bonds and interest on those bonds, have been paid 

or otherwise satisfied in full or, (iii) the date on which the Maximum TCCD Contribution is reached. 

 

Nothing in this Agreement limits the authority of the Tarrant County College District to extend the 

term of the Agreement. Upon termination of the Agreement, the obligation of TCCD to contribute to 

the Tax Increment Fund for the Zone shall end; however, any refund obligations of the City or the 

Zone shall survive such termination. 

 

6. TIF FUNDING ACCOUNTING. 

 

Throughout the term of the Zone, no later than 90
th
 day following the end of  each fiscal year of the 

City, the City shall provide TCCD with an annual report on the Zone and an accounting of the funds 

deposited to and disbursed from the Tax Increment Fund, including accrued interest. After all project 

costs, obligations and/or bonded indebtedness of the Zone have been paid or at the time of the 

expiration of this Agreement, any funds remaining in the Tax Increment Fund following the final 

annual accounting by the City shall be paid to those taxing units participating in the Zone in 

proportion to each taxing unit’s share of the total amount of Tax Increment deposited into the Tax 

Increment Fund. 

 

Furthermore, if the projects to be undertaken pursuant to the Project Plan are not undertaken, are 

discontinued, or are terminated, all monies remaining in the Tax Increment Fund after satisfaction of 

lawful claims, shall be paid to the participating taxing entities in proportion to their respective share 

of the total amount of Tax Increment deposited into the Tax Increment Fund derived from taxable real 

property in the Zone that were deposited in the Tax Increment. 

 

7. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTS. 

 

The City and TCCD shall each be responsible for the sole negligent acts of their officers, agents, 

employees or separate contractors. In the event of joint and concurrent negligence of both the City ad 

TCCD, responsibility, if any, shall be apportioned comparatively with the laws of the State of Texas, 

with the understanding that neither party waives any governmental powers or immunities or any other 

defenses available to each individually. 

 

8. NOTICES. 

 

All written notices called for or required by this Agreement shall be addressed to the following, or 

such other party or address as either party may subsequently designate in writing, by certified mail, 

postage prepaid, or by hand delivery: 

 

City:      County: 

 

City Manager     Chancellor’s Office 

City of Kennedale     Tarrant County College District 

405 Municipal Drive    1500 Houston Street 

Kennedale, TX 76060    Fort Worth, TX 76102-6524 

 



 

 

9. NO WAIVER. 

 

The failure of either party to insist upon the performance of any term or provision of this Agreement 

or to exercise any right granted hereunder shall not constitute a waiver of that party’s right to insist 

upon appropriate performance or to assert any such right on any future occasion. 

 

10. VENUE AND JURISDICTION. 

 

If any action, whether real or asserted, at law or in equity, arises on the basis of any provision of this 

Agreement, venue for such action shall lie in state courts located in Tarrant County, Texas or the 

United States District for the Northern District of Texas. This Agreement shall be construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. 

 

11. NO THIRD PARTY RIGHTS. 

 

The provisions and conditions of this Agreement are solely for the benefit of the City and TCCD and 

are not intended to create any rights, contractual or otherwise, to any other person or entity. 

 

12. FORCE MAJEURE. 

 

The parties shall exercise every reasonable effort to meet their respective obligations as set forth in 

this Agreement, but shall not be held liable for any delay in or omission of performance die to force 

majeure or other causes beyond their reasonable control, including, but not limited to, compliance 

with any government law, ordinance or regulation, acts of God, acts of omission, fires, strikes, 

lockouts, national disasters, wars, riots, material or labor restrictions, transportation problems and/or 

any other cause beyond the reasonable control of either party. 

 

13. INTERPRETATION. 

 

In the event of any dispute over the meaning or application of any provision of this Agreement, this 

Agreement shall be interpreted fairly and reasonably, and neither more strongly for or against any 

party, regardless of the actual drafter of this Agreement. 

 

14. CAPTIONS. 

 

Captions and headings used in this Agreement are for reference purposes only and shall not be 

deemed a part of this Agreement. 

 

15. ENTIRETY OF AGREEMENT. 

 

This Agreement, including any exhibits attached hereto and any documents incorporated herein by 

reference, contains the entire understanding and agreement between the City and TCCD as to the 

matters contained herein. Any Prior or contemporaneous oral or written agreement is hereby declared 

null and void to the extent in conflict with any provision of this Agreement. Notwithstanding 

anything to the contrary herein, this Agreement shall not be amended unless executed in writing by 

both parties and approved by the City Council of the City in an open meeting held in accordance with 

Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 

 



 

 

16. COUNTERPARTS. 

 

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be considered an 

original, but all of which shall constitute one instrument. 

 

Executed as of the later date below: 

 

 

       TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE: 

 

 

 

 

       By:        
  

 Erma Johnson Hadley, Chancellor 

 

 

 Date:        

 

  

 

Attest: 

 

By:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

By:        

Attorney 

 

 
        
  



 

 

       CITY OF KENNEDALE, TEXAS 

 

      

 

 

       By:        

 John Clark, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

       Date:        

 

 

        

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

City Secretary 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

       By:        

           

CITY ATTORNEY 

 

  



 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS    TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 

       Acknowledgement 

COUNTY OF TARRANT  

 

 BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the State of Texas, on this 

day personally appeared      , known to me to be the person whose 

name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed same 

for and as the act and deed of TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE, a political subdivision of the State 

of Texas and as the Chancellor thereof, and for the purposes and consideration therein expressed, and 

in the capacity therein expressed. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS THE   day of     

,2013. 

 

              

       Notary Public in and for the State of Texas 

 

        

              

       My Commission Expires 

 

 

              

       Notary’s Printed Name 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS    CITY OF KENNEDALE, TEXAS 

       Acknowledgement 

COUNTY OF TARRANT  

 

 BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the State of Texas, on this 

day personally appeared      , known to me to be the person whose 

name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed same 

for and as the act and deed of THE CITY OF KENNEDALE, a municipal corporation of Tarrant 

County, Texas, and as Mayor thereof, and for the purposes and consideration therein expressed, and 

in the capacity therein expressed. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS THE   day of     

,2013. 

 

 

              

       Notary Public in and for the State of Texas 

 

        

              

       My Commission Expires 

 

 

              

       Notary’s Printed Name 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT “A” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: CONSENT ITEMS - E. 

I. Subject: 
Consider authorizing expenditure of Police Seizure Funds
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The police department is requesting approval of the expenditure of $18,009.00 in seizure funds to cover 
the partial payment of upgraded P25 police radios purchased in 2012. Our total funds approved and 
expended for the radio upgrades were $77,296.48. The amount requested is our portion of the 2013 
payment on the radio purchase. Seizure funds may only be expended on law enforcement related 
equipment and uses.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
 

           



Staff Report to the Commissioners

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: REGULAR ITEMS - A. 

I. Subject: 
CASE # PZ 13-02 to receive comments and consider action on a request by the Kennedale Economic 
Development Corporation to amend regulations governing signs in the Kennedale TownCenter Planned 
Development District adopted under Ordinance No. 434, for property located at 201 W Kennedale Pkwy, more 
particularly described as Block A, Kennedale Town Center Planned Development District.
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
Case Number: PZ 13-02
Request:  amend zoning district regulations for the TownCenter zoning district (PD) to permit larger (taller and 
wider) monument signs than currently permitted 
Applicant:  Kennedale Economic Development Corporation

Overview and Background:
New signs in TownCenter are regulated by the district's planned development district ordinance, adopted in 
2009.  Since the regulations were adopted, the developer for TownCenter, Cypress Properties, has had 
difficulty attracting new tenants.  Some of this difficulty can be attributed to the recession and to Kennedale's 
small size and demographic profile, but according to Cypress Properties, signs also appear to play a role.  

The developer has met with two commercial real estate brokers about listing TownCenter with their firms, and 
the brokers advised Cypress to install larger monument signs (referred to in the attached letter as "pylon 
signs"), as visibility would be an issue for businesses that would have no direct frontage on Kennedale Parkway-
-if the businesses have no direct roadway frontage, drivers passing by have no way to know they're there, 
unless the sign at the roadside makes drivers aware.  In addition, the developer says that prospective tenants 
have also remarked on the need for larger signs (see attached letter from Cypress Properties).

TownCenter originally had a pole sign, but it was blown down during the tornado last year.  The pole sign did 
not fit the image of the TownCenter development, and the EDC did not reinstall it, in order to install instead a 
more appropriate sign.  Both Dollar General and Surplus Warehouse have reported decreased sales since the 
pole sign was destroyed and removed, and the EDC is in violation of its lease agreement with Dollar General 
since the pole sign was not replaced.  Instead of replacing the pole sign, the EDC would prefer to replace the 
destroyed pole sign with a tall monument sign, and it would also like to add an additional large monument sign 
in the location of the current Chicken Express sign.  These signs would be placed in the approximate locations 
of the smaller monuments signs originally planned for TownCenter.

The proposed signs are the same size used by the developer at his commercial property in Cedar Park, and they 
are shorter than the pole sign that was removed.



The Economic Development Corporation is also involved in recruiting businesses to TownCenter and has 
invested a good deal of its resources (both time and money) into the project.  The EDC is concerned about the 
ability to lease and fully develop TownCenter with the sign regulations in place now.  The EDC is therefore 
requesting to amend the zoning regulations to allow larger monument signs (see attached exhibit of sign 
illustration/design).   The larger sign face would have more visibility from the roadway and also allows for more 
spaces or larger spaces for tenants.

The EDC's request and description of the issue is attached to this report.  It states why the larger signs are 
requested and gives examples of other cities in the region that have changed their ordinances to allow such 
signs.  The request also includes illustrations of other signs, including the former pole sign at TownCenter and 
the Wells Fargo pole sign (approximately 25'-30' high).  Also included with the EDC's application are two 
articles; one cites information from the Small Business Administration and gives examples of sales increases 
due to larger signs, and the other (from the International Sign Association) describes how larger signs are 
needed depending on vehicle speed and number of traffic lanes in the roadway.  Using the estimates from the 
ISA, the TownCenter sign would require nearly 130 square feet of sign face just for existing tenants to be seen 
in time by drivers traveling at 25-30 miles per hour. The speed limit on Kennedale Parkway at TownCenter is 40 
miles per hour, so a larger sign would be needed, but the 145 square feet required by the EDC would be 
augmented by the requested additional sign height.

Staff Review.
Comprehensive Plan compliance.
TownCenter falls within the TownCenter land use district in the comprehensive plan. This area is to be the 
center for civic activity and is expected to grow into "a high intensity mixed-use area...," with a tight network of 
streets designed to encourage walking within the district and from nearby districts.  Sample development types 
include government institutions, professional offices, specialized retail, and restaurants.

The three principles and supporting goals of the comprehensive plan do not directly address this request.  On 
the other hand, we do have guidance from the goal descriptions, in that the plan specifically calls for supporting 
local businesses and promoting opportunities to shop in Kennedale. 

Staff believes that a larger sign is compatible within a high intensity mixed-use district, especially considering 
the district's location on a major thoroughfare.  In addition, staff believes the requested signs would not 
discourage the kind of environment desired for the district (accessible by car but also by pedestrians).    

Compliance with other plans.
The Strategic Plan recommends the city work to attract businesses and help existing businesses expand.  The 
requested change to the sign regulations is in line with this recommendation.

Other issues.
If taller, larger signs are vital for the success of TownCenter, they may also be necessary for other large, multi-
tenant developments.  Although TownCenter is the only development of this scale in Kennedale now, the 
Urban Villages to be developed in the future may be of a similar scale.  The City will need to consider whether 
sign regulations governing those districts should also be permitted to have monument signs of a comparable 
size--or at least larger than what is now permitted.



In addition, signs along TxDOT roadways must be outside the right-of-way, and, depending on vehicle speed, 
additional distance from the right-of-way may be required.  Exact sign location will be coordinated with TxDOT, 
so only approximate locations can be designated at this time.  

Staff Recommendation.
The comprehensive plan calls for supporting local businesses and promoting opportunities to shop in 
Kennedale.  This language does not mean that the city should grant all requests from businesses for changes to 
the zoning code; is does mean, though, that we should be realistic about the marketplace and the development 
constraints today and make sure our regulations are in keeping with the needs of business and customers, if we 
want our businesses to be successful.

The request is in compliance with the comprehensive land use plan and other planning documents.  In addition, 
staff does not foresee any conflict between goals for this district and the request.  

Based on information provided by the applicant and research done by staff, staff believes that larger signs than 
currently permitted in the zoning district are needed.  While the city's sign regulations should not allow signs 
contrary to the public health, safety, and general welfare (which can include regulating the visual effect of 
signs), the regulations should not be so onerous that they prevent signs from serving their intended purpose--
to notify passers-by of the businesses and services available to them at a particular location so that potential 
customers have an opportunity to stop and patronize those businesses. The monument signs now permitted 
will not allow sufficient time for drivers to read tenant signs before passing by TownCenter. The lack of large 
enough signs is having a negative effect on businesses in TownCenter, and this is an unintended consequence 
of the PD ordinance adopted in 2009.

Staff recommends approving the revised PD ordinance. 

Planning & Zoning Commission Report and Recommendation.
The Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing and considered this item during its meeting on May 
16th.  The Commission voted 4-3 to recommend approval of the request.

 
IV. Notification: 
 
V. Fiscal Impact Summary:

VI. Legal Impact: 
Notice was published in the newspaper (Fort Worth Star-Telegram) as required by city code.
 
VII. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VIII. Alternative Actions: 
 



IX. Attachments:
1. PZ 13-02 application PZ 13-02 EDC appl.pdf
2. PZ 13-02 letter from Cypress Properties PZ 13-02 lttr from Cypress.pdf
3. PZ 13-02 ordinance (draft) PZ 13-02 Ordinance.docx
4. PZ 13-02 sign illustration PZ 13-02 sign rendering.pdf
5. PZ 13-02 former pole sign Pole Sign (former sign).pdf
6. Wells Fargo sign (example) Wells Fargo sign.pdf
7. The Right Sign for Your Business The Right Sign for Your Business.pdf
8. Good Signage -- An SBA Perspective Good Signage_ An SBA Perspective.pdf
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF KENNEDALE ORDINANCE 434 
BY AMENDING REGULATIONS GOVERNING SIGNS IN THE 
KENNEDALE TOWNCENTER PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF 
ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Kennedale is a home rule city acting under its charter adopted 
by the electorate pursuant to Article XI, Section 5, of the Texas Constitution and 
Chapter 9 of the Local Government Code; and

WHEREAS, in  order to  promote the public health,  safety and  general welfare the City  
Council  desires  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendment  to  Ordinance 434 in order to 
amend the regulations governing signs within the TownCenter Planned Development 
District; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 211 of the Local Government Code, the City has 
adopted a comprehensive zoning ordinance and map regulating the location and use of 
buildings, other structures and land for business, industrial, residential or other 
purposes, for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, morals and general 
welfare, all in accordance with a comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Kennedale, Texas held 
a public hearing on May 16, 2013, and the City Council of the City of Kennedale, Texas 
held a public hearing on June 13, 2013, with respect to the amendments described 
herein; and 

Whereas, the City has complied with all requirements of Chapter 211 of the Local 
Government Code, Section 17-429 of the Zoning Ordinance, and all other laws dealing 
with notice, publication, and procedural requirements for the approval of amending the 
Schedule of Uses under Section 17-421 of the Kennedale City Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF KENNEDALE, THAT:

SECTION 1.
Section 3.12.a of Ordinance 434 the City of Kennedale, Texas is hereby amended as 

follows:

Section 3.

12.  Signs
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a. Monument signs. Monument signs, as defined in Section 17 - 502 of the City of 

Kennedale Code of Ordinances shall be allowed in the KTCPDD subject to the following 

requirements: 

i. Height.  Monument signs may be placed atop a base of a maximum of 

seven (7) feet six (6) inches and a maximum width of eleven (11) feet. Sign 

face shall have a maximum height of fifteen (15) feet six (6) inches, excluding 

the base and the frame.

ii. Sign face area.  Sign face area shall not exceed a maximum of 145 square 

feet per side, excluding sign frame, with a maximum of two (2) sides.   

iii. Illumination.  Monument signs, if illuminated, shall be internally illuminated. 

No exposed neon is permitted. Signs must be sited so as to minimize visibility 

in nearby residential areas.

iv. Address numbers.  Address numbers are required on business monument 

signs. Address numbers will not count toward the maximum sign face area. The 

address numbers can be placed in or encroach into the masonry perimeter.

v. Non-conforming signs.  Monument signs existing in place at the KTCPDD site 

at the time of approval of Ordinance 434 shall not be required to conform to the 

regulations established by said Ordinance.

vi. City-owned signs.  Monument signs owned by the City may also be located 

within the allowable space for electronic message boards or electronic message 

signs.

SECTION 2.
This Ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances and of the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Kennedale, Texas (1991), as amended, except when 

the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict with the provisions of such 

ordinances and such code, in which event the conflicting provisions of such ordinances 

and such code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3.
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared 
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unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction 

such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining sections, paragraphs, 

sentences, clause, and phrases of this Ordinance, since the same would have been 

enacted by the City Council without the incorporation in this Ordinance of any such 

unconstitutional section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase.

SECTION 4.
Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or 

refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall be fined not more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day 

that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION 5.
All rights and remedies of the City of Kennedale are expressly saved as to any 

and all violations of the provisions of any ordinances governing zoning that have 

accrued at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance; and, as to such accrued 

violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or 

not, under such ordinances, same shall not be affected by this Ordinance but may be 

prosecuted until final disposition by the courts.

SECTION 6.
The City Secretary of the City of Kennedale is hereby directed to publish in the 

official newspaper of the City of Kennedale the caption, penalty clause, publication 

clause and effective date clause of this ordinance as provided by Section 3.10 of the 

Charter of the City of Kennedale.

SECTION 7.
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its 

passage and publication as required by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS DAY OF [DATE].

MAYOR
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ATTEST:

CITY SECRETARY

EFFECTIVE: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

CITY ATTORNEY









TABLE 4
Minimum Required Legibility Distances in Varying Situations

Speed
(MPH)

With lane change
(in feet)

Without lane change
(in feet)

25-30 410 155

35-40 550 185

45-50 680 220

55-60 720 265

>65 720 280

ShareThis

The Right Sign for Your Business
Successful signage involves more than creating an attractive arrangement of logos and slogans. It is also a blending of complex elements such as
marketing, demographics, an understanding of visual acuity, conspicuity, and obliquity. Complicating the task is the fact that the reader is usually
moving, and the sign must be seen, read and understood in an instant.

No matter how good your product or service is, if your sign does not make people stop and shop, you will not be able to compete. In our highly
competitive and media-rich world, an investment in professional sign design is worthwhile. Trained designers understand how to get the
consumer's attention. Most importantly, they know how to get the consumer to respond.

Remember, every major chain that exists today started out as a small business. Your long-term success can be shaped by the effectiveness of your
street presence if it is professionally designed from the very beginning.

The right sign for your business must send the right message to your potential customers.

Elements of Good Signage

How well a sign works for your business depends in large part on how easy it is for people driving by to see and read it. Following is a step-by-step
guide for making sure your sign can be seen and read in time for potential customers to react and stop at your business.

Placement

Table 4 shows what researchers [1] learned about how far a car at different
speeds will travel from the time a driver first sees the sign until the car safely
comes to a stop. This assumes the sign is mounted perpendicular to the
roadway and includes the amount of distance needed to read a typical sign and
make a decision to stop.

If the sign is mounted on the front of the building parallel to the roadway,
research shows it needs to be at least 70% larger than the sign mounted
perpendicular to the roadway, or it cannot be read in time. Note that if a sign
has unfamiliar words or lots of words, it will also take longer to read.

The figures in the table can help determine whether your prospective business
site will be visible to customers. For example, if the speed of traffic in front of
the site is 30 mph, and the street has two lanes in each direction so that a lane
change is needed, your customers will need to be able to see and read your sign
from 410 feet away.

If your customers would not be able to see your business sign from that
distance, you should consider another location.

The Right Size

Assuming the sign can be seen from the distance listed in Table 4, the next step is to figure out how large the letters on your sign need to be so that
your message can be read.

Experts recommend designing signs with letters a minimum of one-inch tall for every twenty-five feet of distance. This makes them readable for
all legal drivers. In our example, then, the smallest letters on a sign would be 16.4 inches in height if it were to be read from 410 feet away
(assuming 30 mph traffic moving in two lanes in each direction). Note that if your sign is using fancy lettering that is more difficult to read, the
minimum letter size must be increased significantly.

To figure out the smallest possible size your sign can be and still be readable, figure each letter in the message will take up one square. In our
example, that would be 16.4 square inches, or 1.37 square feet, for each letter. That allows for space between lines and words. If the sign read,
Lydia's Beauty Supply, its 18 letters would need a minimum of 25 square feet just for the words. For optimum clarity, an additional 40% of empty
or white space would be needed, for a total of 35 square feet. That would be the absolute minimum size for a perpendicularly mounted sign with no
graphics and very plain, easy to read lettering.

Most businesses are not going to be well served by a small, plain sign with no graphics. The lettering style, the ability of graphics and logos to be
easily recognized, whether or not the words on the sign are familiar and easy to read, the lighting methods used, and even the colors used all impact
people's ability to see and read a sign.

http://wibi.us/VlgEGsCopyCopy

http://www.signs.org/Home.aspx
javascript:void(0)
http://www.signs.org/SignIndustry/Signage101/TheRightSignforYourBusiness.aspx#1


Table 5

Speed Limit Number of Traffic Lanes Sign Height
(to top of sign face)

25 mph 2 12 feet

25 mph 4 12 feet

35 mph 2 20 feet

35 mph 4 20 feet

45 mph 2 35 feet

45 mph 4 35 feet

55 mph 2 50 feet

55 mph 4 50 feet

Urban Freeway N/A 75 feet

Height

Now that you know where your sign will be placed and how large it needs to be the next question is how tall the sign needs to be. The further away
the sign will be read, and the further it is from the road, the taller the sign must be to be visible from a car. Freeway signs intended to be read from
great distances should be very tall; signs located in a business district with 30 mph traffic only need to be tall enough that parked and moving
vehicles will not block them from view.

Although the length and content of a sign's message generally dictates the
overall sign dimensions, Table 5 sets out generally accepted sign height
guidelines. They assume that the sign is mounted perpendicular to the
roadway, that the size of the letters meets the minimum size standards listed in
Table 4, and that the sign is mounted within 5-10 feet of the nearest edge of the
public right-of-way. Note that although the table lists heights measured to the
top of the sign face, the height from the ground to the bottom of the face
should always measure a minimum of 7 feet so the sign is not blocked from
view by passing or parked vehicles.

Illumination

Lighting is essential for most signage. It allows your sign to be visible and
readable day and night, in all kinds of weather. When a sign is illuminated,
drivers can read it more quickly. Another benefit of an illuminated sign is that
24-hours a day it is advertising your business. Even when your business is
closed, that constant reminder helps build memory of your business.

Signs are generally illuminated by one or a combination of three basic
methods: by lamps mounted outside it and oriented to shine on the sign's face,
by internal illumination that shines through the sign's face, or by illuminated
elements such as exposed bulbs, LEDs, or neon-style tubing. A wide variety of
illumination methods are available, and rapidly developing technology is
creating a virtually unlimited variety of possibilities, many of which are very
economical to install and maintain, as well as being energy-efficient.

When you select the color scheme for your business, you should consider your
sign's illumination options at the same time, because the illumination you
choose can have an effect on the sign's appearance. Some businesses want their
sign's colors to match their print and other media advertising exactly. Some
forms of illumination are much better than others at accurately displaying
color. If accurate portrayal of your business's colors is important, you should
choose an illumination source with a high Color Rendering Index (CRI) rating.

A properly lighted sign should be bright enough that it can compete with other signs in the area without being annoying. Many cities are beginning
to impose limits on brightness, so before designing a sign you should check to see what those limits might be to determine whether your sign will
be visible at night.

[1] Richard N. Schwab entitled Safety and Human Factors: Design Considerations for On-Premise Commercial Signs, cosponsored and published
by The Signage Foundation for Communication Excellence Inc. and the International Sign Association (1998).
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Signs And Signage News | San Leandro, CA
This column is authored by SignWorks Signage Company. Located in the East Bay Area (San Leandro, Oakland, Berkeley, CA)
SignWorks writes about commercial, property, tradeshow, backlit and neon signs, vehicle graphics, wraps and more.
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Good Signage: An SBA Perspective
December 30, 2010

According to the U.S. Small Business Administration many businesses fail because of inadequate or inappropriate signs. To develop a
good sign key marketing decisions will need to be made that include developing the message and branding. Many things will need to be
taken into consideration, including the look, colors, types of signs, their sizes, quantities and their placement for maximum impact. In
fact, signage will be a critical component of your business decision making.The choices as far as sign types are many and include
channel letters, illuminated sign cabinets, neon or LED signs, monuments, pylon or marquis signs, pole signs, as well as custom outdoor
signs in front of your place of business. Interestingly, and according to the SBA, 85% of a business’s sales revenue comes from within a
5 mile radius which demonstrates just how important well placed signage really is. Advertising is critical to the success of your
business. You must advertise to potential customers who for the most part live, work and frequent your area. Advertising, or the cost of
the signage itself, should not be viewed as an expense but rather a very necessary part of doing business.
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Obviously, MacDonald’s knows a thing or two about signage. After changing a monument sign in front of their store to a pylon sign
business at that store increased 15%. Another chain in Texas was unhappy with sales volume, after they moved their new pylon sign
and made it 40% bigger sales volume increased 23% the very next day! Month over month sales volume increased for 5 years in a row.

According to the SBA LED message center signage increases store volume by 15-150%. The right type of sign will help a business to
thrive by bringing added visibility and awareness which translates to higher sales volume. SignWorks can help you to make high
visibility signage decisions. Call us today at (510) 357-2000.
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______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: REGULAR ITEMS - B. 

I. Subject: 
Consider a recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board regarding an increase in 
pavilion rental rates.
 
II. Originated by:
 
III. Summary:
The Parks and Recreation Board is recommending the City Council raise the pavilion rental rates to be 
more consistent with the surrounding areas rental rates. The increase will also help to offset some of the 
services that are offered as part of the rental packages, including free electrical, free lighting, continuous 
use of the splash pad, a gated pavilion in Sonora Park, as well as the overall maintenance and 
services of the parks.

After a lengthy discussion at the June 5th meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board is proposing the 
attached rate changes for the Sonora and TownCenter Park Pavilions. When discussing the change in 
rates, the Park Boards main priority was making sure that the rate for Kennedale residents would cover a 
much smaller portion of the cost of services while a non-resident bears a more substantial portion. It is the 
belief of the Parks and Recreation Board that the attached numbers represent that.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
1. Pavilion Rental Rates Sonora and TownCenter Park Rental Rates as of 06062013.pdf
 

           



Sonora and TownCenter Park Rental Rates (as of today) 
 
*Residents include anyone living within the boundaries of the Kennedale Independent School 
District 
 
** A Full Day is described as a maximum of 6 am to 10:00 pm 
 

Hours 
Rental Rates 

Residents* Non-Residents 
2 hours $35.00 $75.00 
4 hours $65.00 $115.00 
6 hours $90.00 $130.00 

Full Day**   $115.00  $155.00 
A $50.00 refundable deposit is required for all reservations 

 

 

Sonora and TownCenter Park Recommended Rental Rates ($25 increase to all residents and 
double the residents rate for all non-residents) 
 

Hours 
Rental Rates 

Residents* Non-Residents 
2 hours  $60.00  $120.00 
4 hours  $90.00 $180.00 
6 hours                    $115.00 $230.00 

Full Day** $140.00  $280.00 
A $50.00 refundable deposit is required for all reservations 

 



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: REGULAR ITEMS - C. 

I. Subject: 
Consider appointing Elias Noorzad, Nadyeh Patel, Ashley Luu, Hailey Green, Morgan Biscoe, and Emily 
Beck as members of the 2013-2014 Youth Advisory Council.
 
II. Originated by:

Amethyst G. Cirmo, City Secretary and Communications Coordinator
 
III. Summary:
Please consider appointing these individuals to the 2013-2014 YAC.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
 

           



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: REGULAR ITEMS - D. 

I. Subject: 
Consider approval of special council meeting dates for FY2013/2014 budget and tax hearings.
 
II. Originated by:

Sakura Moten-Dedrick, Director of Finance & IT
 
III. Summary:
The Property Tax Code (tax) and Local Government Code (budget) provides for specific legal 
requirements in which a taxing unit must comply in order to adopt both their tax rate and budget.  In an 
effort to comply with the aforementioned codes, the City has set the budget/tax schedules as outlined 
below: 

05/21/13 Special Session
Discuss Strategic Planning and Balanced Card Implementation 

08/08/13 Regular Session
Submit Certified Appraisal Roll & Tax Calculations

08/09/13 Special Session
Publish Notice of Effective Tax Rate
Budget Workshop
Vote to Place Proposal On Future Agenda (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)
        
08/23/13
Publish Notice of Public Hearing On Budget

Publish 1st Public Hearing on Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

08/30/13
Publish 2nd Notice Of Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are 
Needed)

09/12/13 Regular Session
Conduct Public Hearing On Budget

Conduct 1st Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/19/13 Special Session
Adopt Budget, Adopt Tax Rate, Ratify Tax Increase Reflected In Budget (Will Only Occur If "No" 
Public Hearings Are Needed)
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Conduct 2nd Public Hearing On Tax Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/20/13
Publish Notice Of Tax Revenue Increase (Will Only Occur If Two Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/26/13 Special Session
Adopt Budget, Adopt Tax Rate, Ratify Tax Increase Reflected In Budget (Will Only Occur If Two 
Public Hearings Are Needed)

09/30/13
Last Day To Adopt Budget

10/22/13
Approve MMD Tax Assessment & Levy

Note: Bold items are directly related to City Council action.
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
Approve
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
 

           



______________________Staff Report to the Honorable Mayor and City Council

  
Date: June 13, 2013
  
Agenda Item No: EXECUTIVE SESSION - A. 

I. Subject: 
The City Council will meet in closed session pursuant to Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code 
for consultation with the City Attorney pertaining to any matter in which the duty of the City Attorney under 
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct may conflict with the Open Meetings Act,  including 
discussion of any item posted on the agenda and legal issues regarding proposed development 
agreement and nondisclosure agreement.
 
II. Originated by:

Bob Hart, City Manager
 
III. Summary:
At this time the city council will meet in executive session. 
 
IV. Fiscal Impact Summary:

V. Legal Impact: 
 
VI. Recommendation: 
None
  
VII. Alternative Actions: 
 
VIII. Attachments:
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